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• April 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th 
 

The Goal of Ephesians: 

Ephesians 4:1    Unity in the Body of Christ 
4 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been 

called,2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the 

unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
 

WHAT PROBLEMS WOULD EXIST FOR THESE TO BE THE ANSWERS? 

• REDEMPTION 1:7 (Salvation, Restoration) 

• DIVINE INTENTION for the human race 1:3-14 (God’s plan for us) 

• GRACE 1:2 (God’s favor that we never can earn) 

• PREDESTINATION 1:4-5 [The Tree DNA in the seed and…] 

• RECONCILIATION 2:1-21 

• UNION WITH CHRIST 2:1-21 
 

Week 1:  Welcome to Ephesus – Understanding the History  
Week 2: Understanding the Culture of the Time:  Individual Self/Collective Self 
Week 3:  Understanding JC Headship of the Church.  How/When/Why of being a member of a church.   
Week 4:  His Genesis – Predestination, What happened before Genesis and how it affects us today 
Week 5:  Ephesians 2:11-22 Being One – Not Two 
Week 6:  Paul’s life with God.   
Week 7:  Ephesians 3 – The Church, The Spiritual Realm (Intercession) 
Week 8:  Angelology 
Week 9:  Ephesians 3 – Intercession 
Week 10:  Equation for Unity = Humility + Gentleness + Patience + Forbearing + Love 
Week 11: Victory & Gifts of the Trinity 
Week 12:  Family Dynamics Part I 
Week 13:  The Kinship Model of Church Community 
TOPICS:  Conflict (plain unafraid talk 4) Controlling the tongue (4).  Sanctification (4). Boundaries/Necessary 
Endings (5), Sexual impurity/Covetous (5).  Submission (5). Husband/Wives (5). Children and Parents (6), Armor of 
God (6). Reciprocity. FAMILY MATTERS.   
 

Our connectedness as THE Church, the Body of Christ on Earth— 

We’ve been exploring aspects of this connectedness concept since we began:  

o Understanding culture-individual self/collective self—we or me 
o Jesus as head of the church-what does it mean to be a member of His body 
o Being One not Two-Jews & Gentiles together to form 1 body 
o Unity within the body- 
o Family dynamics, part 1 

We’ll be continuing the conversation by discussing KINSHIP. 

An interrelatedness, chosen family, reciprocity of obligation/duty, loyalty, commitment…and 
more.  
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We engage in salvation as an individual. So what difference does it make or how important is it 

that I have/we have as followers of Jesus, what kind of relationships we have with one another? 

Which does God prefer?  Collectivist or Individualist?   Binary choice, either/or.   

We’ve talked about the Middle Eastern or Ancient Near East mindset and we’ve recognized the 
current American, Western mindset.  Which does God prefer?  Do we need to become “Neo-
Middle Eastern” to be pleasing to God.  [A DEFINITE NO otherwise Jesus wouldn’t need to have 
come.] 

I believe it goes back to the very beginning in Genesis-a kinship model of Community.  

God is Himself a collective.  

• God creates Adam:  Gen 2:18 begins,  And the LORD God said, “It is not good that man 
should be alone;  
He has observed, determined, then takes action—"I will make him a helper comparable 
to him.” 

• God creates Eve:  He expands the situation for all in relationship by providing Eve.  The 
community now goes beyond Adam & Himself/Himselves? The beginning of adding 
others to the fellowship.  

We’re still in the process of adding others to the fellowship.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

kinship-an expansion of the current understanding of “family”  

in sociology of the family, this idea is referred to as chosen kin, fictive kin or voluntary kin. 
**Sociologists define the concept as a form of extended family members who are not related 

kin·ship 

/ˈkinˌSHip/ 

noun 

blood relationship. 

Similar: relationship relatedness being related family ties family connections blood relationship blood ties common ancestry 
common lineage kindred connection consanguinity propinquity a sharing of characteristics or origins. 

plural noun: kinships 

"they felt a kinship with architects" 

Similar: affinity sympathy kindred rapport harmony understanding alliance association empathy closeness fellow feeling bond 
community 
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by either blood or marriage.  The bonds allowing for chosen kinship may include religious 
rituals, close friendship ties, or other essential reciprocal social or economic relationships, i.e. 
godparents [Wikipedia]** 

The Kinship Model of Community displayed in scripture shares responsibilities & privileges of its 
members. i.e. The first born son of the bet av, the Father’s house.  

What are the responsibilities/privileges of the Kinship model in the OLD TESTAMENT?   

Every member of the family had a stake in the SURVIVAL of the whole and demonstrated 
loyalty to their family as primary.  

Family→Clan→Tribe→Nation 

 

The HEAD of the family had responsibility to:  

• Care for the family: PATRIARCHAL-this was where your provision/protection/safety 
came from:  

o Providing Food, shelter, clothing 
o Protection-there was no external police or military force that offered them 

security 
o Social Security-widows, orphans within the family were cared for 
o Maintained unity within the family-conflicts that arose within the family, if left 

unresolved, would threaten the health/existence of the whole family 

• Steward Resources: negotiated on behalf of the family to the broader community 
PATRILINEAL 
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o Inheritance/double portion/ 
o Food-all the family members participated-raising animals, making food, farming, 

etc. 
o Their bodies:  Energy/time/abilities/reproductive ability-the men invested their 

strength/time/abilities in loyalty to the family, women the same.  It was 
everyone’s responsibility to reproduce within the social constructs of arranged 
marriages to reproduce heirs that would ensure the family line continued. [see 
Levirate marriage] 

o Training- 
▪ The firstborn son’s life & choices were determined without their consent-

their life and energy was spoken for-their choice was to obey or disobey. 
[rethinking the reaction of the firstborn son in the parable of the 
wayward son who squandered his portion of the family inheritance 
thereby jeopardizing the WHOLE.] 

▪ The FIRSTBORN son had responsibility to learn how to care for the whole 
family well and steward all the resources of the family to ensure the 
continuation of the whole.  

o Life and death-who lived and who died ultimately was the decision of the Head 
of the household.  [see Genesis 38- the historical narrative of Judah who 
determines to execute Tamar when he finds out she is pregnant.] 

o PATRILOCAL-living space within the family unit-a compound, central courtyard 
for shared space.   

Remember the story of the curtain purchase in Week 2? 

Her story illustrates that in many ways in the East today, as in the biblical world, the family is 
the basic building block of society. People live with their extended family. They look out for and 
care for their family. They rely on their family, and they make their personal decisions as a 
family. They do this because they see themselves as “we” (our family) rather than “me.”1 

1. Old Testament Examples:   [unpack Jacob [Gen Joseph’s story, Genesis 30] 
A. The line of Joseph:  Is Joseph’s a “leave home, pull yourself up by the bootstraps, 

overcome adversity, and be successful against all the odds” story? –reinforces capitalism 
& the American dream.  
 
The Story of Joseph is actually the story of his family and how God reconciled them.* 
Noah→Shem→Arphaxad [born 2 years after the flood]→Salah→Eber→Peleg→Reu→Serug→Nahor→Terah  
[all are the first born sons] 

1. Joseph and his brothers→  
The oldest in this sibling group was Reuben, the oldest son of Leah.  

 
1 E. Randolph Richards and Richard James, Misreading Scripture with Individualist Eyes: Patronage, 

Honor, and Shame in the Biblical World (Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2020), 28. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/msrdngscrptrnys?ref=Page.p+28&off=517&ctx=ad+become+refugees.%0a~Her+story+illustrate
https://ref.ly/logosres/msrdngscrptrnys?ref=Page.p+28&off=517&ctx=ad+become+refugees.%0a~Her+story+illustrate
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This generation did NOT function in line with kinship norms as Jacob put Joseph in the 
head of household position replacing Reuben until Joseph’s supposed death.  Upon 
discovering that Joseph was alive in Egypt, he assumes the head of household position.  

o Though the brothers bear the blame for selling Joseph into slavery, ultimately 
Jacob is to blame because as the head of the household, he knew there was 
disunity within the brothers and exacerbated it.  He is the father of all the 
brothers.  It was his job as Father to sort out the disagreements, to correct 
arrogant sons.  

o Jacob asking for Rachel’s hand from Laban was an inappropriate ask and 
disrespectful to the family as a whole-never should have happened.  
“For Laban to arrange the marriage of the younger before the elder sister might 
doom Leah to spinsterhood.  Jacob ends up married to both sisters but loves only 
Rachel (Gen 29:30-33).  Things get worse.  Leah, the older sister, bears sons a 
plenty, but Rachel “was not bearing Jacob any children”. Gen 30:1.  As a modern 
individualist, I see thisas a personal matter, perhaps a personal tragedy, because 
whether one has children is an individual matter.  Every part of my last sentence 
contradicts the values of the ancient Mediterranean world.  Children are not a 
choice.  Children are not an individual, personal matter.  Children determine 
inheritance, who owns the flocks.  They are gift and ablessing from God (to the 
family).”   
Children mean there is hope for a future for the group.  

o Jacob allowing Joseph to stay home instead of working in the fields-indicated he 
was being groomed as manager. Jacob even sends him out with instructions to 
the OLDER brothers.  

o Jacob giving Joseph a coat-indicated who was Jacob’s choice for heir.  
o Joseph shares his dreams that the brothers/father/mother bow to him. The 

author highlights that we don’t know this is a dream FROM GOD. He is flaunting 
his inheritance, his place of prominence over them.  

o Slave in Potiphar’s house-read that section:  
 
[mention, don’t unpack] 

2. Terah, the father of Abram, Nahor, & Haran.  Abram is the first born son-his name 
means High Father or Patriarch. Hense when Haran dies, he assumes care for Lot.  
o Abram —> 
Gen 13:6-the livestock were more than the land could support & when there came 
strife between Lot’s herdsmen & Abram’s herdsmen, it was ABRAM, the head of the 
family, who initiated the discussion to separate for both family group’s prosperity.  
Lot chose.  [respect would have deferred to Abram.]  
After Lot separates, God gives the inheritance of the land to Abram, Gen 13;14-18. 
When Lot & family are captured, it is Abram, the head of the CLAN, that comes to 
assist.  
o Ishmael & his brother, Isaac→ 

READ THIS 
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God changes Abram’s name to Abraham in Gen 17 when he is 99 years old.  
Abraham means the father of many nations. This is after the birth of Ishmael by 
Hagar and before Sarah conceives Isaac.  
For example, in the story of Abraham and Sarah, Abraham is the one responsible to lead, 
care for, and protect the large group he is leading. He is described as their father, but not by 
blood or marriage. He is a patron of the group. The issues of Abraham and Sarah’s marriage 
are problems of kinship (in our eyes, a personal matter); yet, how that gets worked out affects 
everyone else in the group. If Eliezer of Damascus becomes the designated heir (Gen 15:2), 
then the status of everyone else in the group could be dramatically altered. Eliezer could 
choose to have others as his clients, rather than them. These people have left their own 
homeland—their own fathers and gods—and now could be fatherless. There is a lot at stake. 
Sarah’s actions to resolve her own shame would have been viewed as acceptable because 
of the positive effects for the rest of the group. If Abraham has an heir, everyone in his care 
will still have a father. So Sarah acts on her own family’s behalf to restore her own and her 
family’s honor, but she is also a broker (mediator) between Abraham and the rest of the 
group2 

After Isaac is born, Gen 21 God comforts Abraham in his grief because Sarah wants 
Ishmael to be put away & that the inheritance should NOT go to him. Ishmael was 
the first born son. God intervenes in this circumstance as the line of the seed is to 
come through Isaac-child of the freedwoman, not a bond woman.  
As Abraham is still alive & the patriarch of the family & thus his responsibility, he 
arranges Isaac’s marriage-Gen 24; Gen 24:3- and I will make you swear by the Lord, 
the God of heaven & the God of the earth, that you will not take a wife for my son 
from the daugters of Canaanites, among whom I dwell; but you shall go to my 
country and to my family, and take a wife for my son Isaac.” [Eliezer travesl back to 
the city of Nahor in Mesopatamia.  
Nabor, Abraham’s brother married to Milcah→son, Bethuel→daughter, Rebekah, 
would have been Abraham’s great niece, Isaac’s 2nd cousin.] 
Isaac marries Rebecca & they have twins-Esau is first born son, then Jacob.  
 
o Jacob & his brother, Esau→ 

 The oldest in this sibling group was Esau. 
Esau despised his birthright & sold it to Jacob who should never have asked for it, he 
simply should have helped Esau with dinner.  Jacob becomes the head of household.   

 

*Misreading Scripture with Individualist Eyes:  Patronage, Honor, and Shame in the 
Biblical World, E. Randolph Richards and Richard James 

B. The line of David: [brief mention-not unpacking] 1 Sam 16 
Boaz & Ruth→Obed→Jesse→David→Solomon---again we see the line that the seed of 
Promise, Jesus, comes through. Not first born, Amnon.  

a. Solomon & his brothers-David had 19 sons 

 
2 E. Randolph Richards and Richard James, Misreading Scripture with Individualist Eyes: Patronage, 

Honor, and Shame in the Biblical World (Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2020), 24. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/msrdngscrptrnys?ref=Page.p+24&off=838&ctx=ay+through+a+story.%0a~For+example%2c+in+the+
https://ref.ly/logosres/msrdngscrptrnys?ref=Page.p+24&off=838&ctx=ay+through+a+story.%0a~For+example%2c+in+the+
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1. Amnon, David's firstborn, born in Hebron to Ahinoam of Jezreel. Absalom 

killed him after he raped Absalom's full sister, Tamar. 

2. Kileab (or Daniel), second son, whose mother was Abigail from Carmel. It is 

not known what happened to this Daniel. 

3. Absalom, the third son, born to Maacah, the daughter of Talmai, king 

of Geshur. He was killed by Joab (1 Chronicles 3:1-2) after he mounted a 

rebellion against his aging father David. 

4. Adonijah, the fourth son of King David from Haggith (2 Samuel 3:4). He 

attempted to usurp the throne during the life of David (1 Kings 1:11ff). 

Solomon had him executed after being warned to remember his place in the 

line of succession per King David’s instruction regarding the crown. 1 Kings 

1:32–35; 1:50–53; 2:13–25. 

5. Shephatiah, whose mother was Abital. 

6. Ithream, whose mother was Eglah, "David’s wife". 

7. The sons born to David in Jerusalem included the sons of Bathsheba: 

8. The infant who died without being named [3] 

9. Shimea, or Shammua, probably the first surviving child of Bathsheba 

10. Shobab, from Bathsheba 

11. Nathan, from Bathsheba, the ancestor of Jesus according to the Genealogy 

of Jesus in Luke 3:31, considered by some to be the maternal line via Heli, 

possible father of Mary. 

12. Solomon, also called Jedidiah whose mother was Bathsheba, the ancestor of 

Jesus according to the Genealogy of Jesus in Matthew, often considered to 

be Joseph's line. 

13. Nine other sons were born of other wives: 

Ibhar, Elishua, Elpelet, Nogah, Nepheg, Japhia, Elishama, Eliada, and 

Eliphelet, and one further unnamed son, who would also have died in 

infancy. 

David had responsibility for addressing the rape to his daughter.  He did not—her 
brother, Absalom addressed it in the void David left unresolved within the family.  
 

b. David & his brothers-1 Samuel 15:  David was NOT the firstborn, that was Eliab, 
the oldest of Jesse’s 8 sons, yet God chose David. 1 Sam 17-David and the killing 
of Goliath-Saul had responsibility.  He was the leader of his family, head of the 
Clan, head of the Tribe, Head of the Nation and was NOT functioning in this 
situation but paralyzed in fear. When David stepped up, others began 
recognizing him over Saul.  
 

What are the responsibilities/privileges of the Kinship model in the NEW TESTAMENT? Why is 
UNITY so important?  The one anothers & the impact on the broader society as they see the 
healthy outworking of this kinship model?  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amnon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kileab
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abigail
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Absalom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maacah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talmai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geshur
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joab
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adonijah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haggith
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Kings+1:32%E2%80%9335&version=nkjv
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Kings+1:32%E2%80%9335&version=nkjv
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Kings+1:50%E2%80%9353&version=nkjv
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Kings+2:13%E2%80%9325&version=nkjv
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shephatiah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ithream
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sons_of_David#cite_note-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Shimea&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shobab
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nathan_(son_of_David)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genealogy_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genealogy_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heli_(biblical_figure)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solomon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jedidiah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genealogy_of_Jesus
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2. New Testament 
a. Jesus as the First Born 

Although Jesus was literally the firstborn son of Mary (Luke 2:7), this descriptor is also used as a 

way of magnifying Jesus’s status in other settings. He is called “the firstborn over all creation” 

(Col. 1:15). And he is also called the “firstborn from the dead” (Rev. 1:5) because not only was 
he the first one to be raised from the dead never to die again but he also is the most important 
of all who will ever rise from the dead (see Rom. 8:29). Finally, the biblical authors also refer to 

Christians with this honorary designation (Heb. 12:23). 
 

b. Jesus’ instructions to the Disciples 
i. ORPHAN — a child deprived by death of one or both parents (John 14:18; 

James 1:27). Jesus used the word symbolically, promising His followers, “I 
will not leave you orphans” (comfortless, KJV; orphaned, NRSV; bereft, 
REB). In His absence, Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit, who would 
serve as the believer’s teacher, guide, guardian, and protector. The 
fatherless, or orphans, are included among the needy who need mercy 
and compassion (Deut. 10:18; Job 22:9; James 1:26–27). 

ii. John 13:35 Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are 
my disciples.” 

iii. 1 John 3:14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we 
love our brothers. The one who does not love remains in death. 

iv. 1 John 4:20 If anyone says, "I love God," but hates his brother, he is a liar. 
For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot 
love God, whom he has not seen. 

v. 2 John 1:5 And now I urge you, dear lady--not as a new commandment to 
you, but one we have had from the beginning--that we love one another. 

c. The Disciples in Jerusalem after Christ’s resurrection 
i. Acts 4:32-35:  And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart 

and of one soul: neither said any of them that ought of the things which 
he possessed was his own; but they had all things common… 

d. Paul’s directions to the Early Church-Ephesians as we have been studying.  
 

Why is UNITY in His body, His family, His chosen Kinship so important?  

• We have been adopted into this Kinship:  Eph 1:4-5 4 just as He chose us in Him before 

the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in 

love, 5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, 

• Which means we have a share in the inheritance: Eph 1:11 11 In Him also we have 

obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of Him who works 

all things according to the counsel of His will, 
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• Which means we have Someone we are responsible to: Eph 1: 22-23 And He put all 

things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 23 which is 

His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. 

• Which also means we have others in the group we hold some measure of responsibility 

for: Eph 2: 19-22 Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow 

citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 having been built on 

the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief 

cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy 

temple in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of 

God in the Spirit. 

• Which means we have obligations for the wellbeing & unity to protect this group:  Eph 

4: 11-16 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, 

and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of 

ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the 

faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the 

stature of the fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and 

fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning 

craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all 

things into Him who is the head—Christ— 16 from whom the whole body, joined and 

knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which 

every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love. 

• Which means there are behaviors that build up and those that tear down, abbreviate, or 

even amputate other members of our kinship:  

• This is not how our family behaves:  

o Eph 4:20But you have not so learned Christ, 21 if indeed you have heard Him and 

have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: 22 that you put off, concerning 

your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the 

deceitful lusts, 23 and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and that you put 

on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and 

holiness. 

o Heb 10:25 New Living Translation 

And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage 

one another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing near. 

• This is how our family behaves:  

o 25 Therefore, putting away lying, “Let each one of you speak truth with his 

neighbor,”[fn] for we are members of one another. 26 “Be angry, and do not 

sin”:[fn] do not let the sun go down on your wrath, 27 nor give place to the devil. 

28 Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him labor, working with his 

hands what is good, that he may have something to give him who has need. 29 

Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary 
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edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers. 30 And do not grieve the 

Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let 

all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away from you, 

with all malice. 32 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 

another, even as God in Christ forgave you. 

• And This is how our family behaves:  Walk in Love 

1 Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ 

also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a 

sweet-smelling aroma.3 But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let 

it not even be named among you, as is fitting for saints; 4 neither filthiness, nor 

foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of 

thanks. 5 For this you know,[fn] that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous 

man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 

Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath 

of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not be partakers 

with them. 

o And This is how our famly behaves:  Walk in Light 

8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as 

children of light 9 (for the fruit of the Spirit[fn] is in all goodness, righteousness, 

and truth), 10 finding out what is acceptable to the Lord. 11 And have no 

fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them. 12 For 

it is shameful even to speak of those things which are done by them in secret. 13 

But all things that are exposed are made manifest by the light, for whatever 

makes manifest is light. 14 Therefore He says:  “Awake, you who sleep, Arise 

from the dead, And Christ will give you light.” 

o And This is how our famly behaves:  Walk in Wisdom 

15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 16 redeeming 

the time, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be unwise, but 

understand what the will of the Lord is. 18 And do not be drunk with wine, in 

which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another in 

psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart 

to the Lord, 20 giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21 submitting to one another in the fear of God. 

WARNINGS:  who are we to NOT associate with as it endangers the Community:  
[AMONG THE BODY OF CHRIST, WHO DOES JESUS TELL US TO STAY AWAY FROM AMONGST OURSELVES 

BECAUSE THEIR BEHAVIOR IS DESTRUCTIVE TO THE BODY?   DIVISION/IDLENESS/SEXUAL IMMORALITY 

 

Titus 3:10 ESV / As for a person who stirs up division, after warning him once and then twice, have 

nothing more to do with him,  DIVISION 
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2 John 1:9-11 ESV / Everyone who goes on ahead and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not 

have God. Whoever abides in the teaching has both the Father and the Son. If anyone comes to you and 

does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your house or give him any greeting, for whoever 

greets him takes part in his wicked works.  HERESY 

1 Corinthians 5:11 ESV / But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name 

of brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—

not even to eat with such a one. 

Romans 16:17-18 ESV / I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create 

obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them. For such persons do not serve 

our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the 

naive.  DIVISION 

BACK TO THE GARDEN:  

When Adam & Eve sinned, mankind fell into a sinful, disconnected, separated state of 
relationship with God and mankind.  

When Jesus, the 2nd Adam, THE FIRSTBORN SON, came, His sacrifice offered reconciliation of 
relationship to God and to others.  The offer is effectual, but it is individually chosen and 
applied-we’re not grandfathered into the kingdom.  We become full sons and daughters, co-
heirs with Christ.  

Positionally, our relationship is fully restored, the curse broken.  We, who are curse free 
because of salvation, do live in a world that still is cursed and with mankind who, enmass is 
fallen with the exception of those who also are reconciled to God in Christ Jesus.  

Some of us who ARE reconciled to Christ not realizing the curse is broken and still living and 
making choices out of the curse.   

How can we make a positive impact on both those groups?  [those who are without Christ and 
those who don’t realize they’re free?] 

 
John 13:35  
35 Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.”  
Galatians 5:13  

13 For you have been called to live in freedom, my brothers and sisters. But don’t use your freedom to satisfy your 
sinful nature. Instead, use your freedom to serve one another in love.  
Ephesians 4:32  

32 Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God through Christ has forgiven 
you.  
1 John 2:7  
7 Dear friends, I am not writing a new commandment for you; rather it is an old one you have had from the very 
beginning. This old commandment—to love one another—is the same message you heard before.  
1 John 3:11  
11 This is the message you have heard from the beginning: We should love one another.  
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1 John 3:23  
23 And this is his commandment: We must believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and love one another, just 

as he commanded us.  
1 John 4:7  
7 Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone who loves is a child of God and 
knows God.  
2 John 5  

5 I am writing to remind you, dear friends, that we should love one another. This is not a new commandment, but 
one we have had from the beginning.  
2 John 6  

6 Love means doing what God has commanded us, and he has commanded us to love one another, just as you 
heard from the beginning.  

[One another handout] 

From Pr. Orleen, Week 12:  

IF WE CHOOSE NOT TO: 
DO “US” – Growing as a community/unit = IMMATURITY?  
[Concerned about our own “ministry” over the growth of the church?] 
 
DO TRUTHING IN LOVE, does that = NOT growing up into Christ?  
[Stifles/Chokes/Stops bodily growth?] 
 
When we say NO to being THE CHURCH… 

We are saying YES to Immaturity  

We are saying YES to Disunity 

We are saying YES to = NOT BEING LIKE CHRIST 

[God will not tolerate division, disunity, selfishness….all grounded in self aggrandizement.] 

HOW DO WE DO THAT?  Last week, we learned:  
Ephesians 4:21-24 
22 to put off your old self,  which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt 

through deceitful desires, 23 and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24 and to put on the 

new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. 

 

Put off = Making a decision.  An action. [REPENTANCE = Acknowledgement of……] 
[Skit of someone trying to take a coat off of someone else] 

• De-clothe.  Get naked. 
RE-CREATION! 

Put on= Making a decision.  An Action.   
[jacket object lesson] 

• Clothe yourself.  Get dressed. 
 
Robe/Stickers 

Phil 4:1-4. Unity Through Humility 
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1 Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the 
Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, 
being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, 
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each of you look out 
not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. NKJV 
 
Questions we should be asking ourselves:  [personal reflection] 

• How related am I to the Body of Christ?  [and if not, why not?] 
o Am I in a small group where I can get to know people & they can get to know 

me?  
o Am I committed to be connected & in some relationship with the people in the 

church that I attend?  
o Am I a participating, serving, cooperating member of that church?   

▪ Even addressing issues of concern with other people as they arise for the 
betterment of the whole?  

o Am I healthily submitted to the leadership of the church?  
Hebrews 13:17 Obey your spiritual leaders, and do what they say. Their work is 
to watch over your souls, and they are accountable to God. Give them reason to 
do this with joy and not with sorrow. That would certainly not be for your 
benefit.  NLT 

The Goal of Ephesians: 

Ephesians 4:1    Unity in the Body of Christ 
4 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been 

called,2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the 

unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

NOTES:  

Fictive kinship 

Ronald F. Youngblood, F. F. Bruce, and R. K. Harrison, Thomas Nelson Publishers, eds., Nelson’s New 
Illustrated Bible Dictionary (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, Inc., 1995). 

FIRSTBORN SON 

The biblical authors paid a great deal of attention to birth order. If twins were born, they immediately identified 

the firstborn as the babies left the womb (Gen. 38:28). Genealogies vigilantly noted which son in the list was first 
to be born (for example, Gen. 10:15; 22:21; 25:13; 35:23). This was in part because the firstborn son was 
considered to be a sign of his father’s strength (Gen. 49:3), but even more important were the social 

responsibilities and economic advantages that attended being the firstborn. 

As the father aged, a time came when the family formally transferred those responsibilities and advantages to 
the firstborn—a time marked by the aging leader of the family placing his hand on the heir apparent and 

pronouncing a blessing (Gen. 27:1–40; 48:9–20). From that moment on, the transition to the new family leader 

was underway as the firstborn son began to assume the responsibility of leading and superintending the well-
being of the extended family. Ancient inheritance laws helped provide the resources to meet those 
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responsibilities because the oldest son received a double share of the estate. This was the case even if the actual 
firstborn was the son of a less-favored wife (Deut. 21:15–17). Within royal families, the eldest son enjoyed yet 

another privilege: he became the heir apparent to the royal throne (2 Chron. 21:3). 

Within the culture of God’s Old Testament people, the firstborn son of every Israelite woman had to be 
redeemed. There is a subtle but important difference to note here since many men at that time had more than 
one wife: the requirement applied not just to the firstborn of the father but also to the firstborn of each woman 

(Exod. 13:12; 34:19; Num. 18:15). The Lord claimed these sons as his own to serve in the tent of meeting as 
mediators between him and the entire nation. But the Lord called for the firstborn sons to be redeemed from 
that special service and replaced by members of the tribe of Levi. All Levite males became substitutes for all the 

firstborn males of Israel in performing the service the Lord required in the sanctuary (Num. 3:11–13, 40–51; 8:18). 
The formal redemption took place when the firstborn son was one month old and it required payment of five 
shekels of silver (Num. 18:15–16; see also the dedication of Jesus in Luke 2:22–24). 

The rationale for the Lord’s claim on every firstborn Israelite son builds on the exodus event. The tenth and most 

striking of the plagues the Lord used to break down the resistance of the Egyptian pharaoh was the death of 

every firstborn son in Egypt, “from the firstborn son of the Pharaoh, who sits on the throne, to the firstborn son 
of the female slave, who is at her hand mill” (Exod. 11:5). The Lord graciously spared the Israelites from this 
devastating plague and so laid a claim on each of the firstborn sons among his people, setting apart those sons 

for himself (Num. 3:13; 8:17). The ritual redemption of firstborn sons not only honored the Lord’s claim but also 
reanimated the memory of the event lest it ever be forgotten (Exod. 13:14–15). 

With all this social and religious attention given to firstborn sons that enhanced their prominence in Israelite 

culture, we appropriately pay closer attention to sons who played the role of firstborns even though they were 
not. This list includes Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Ephraim, David, and Solomon. None of them were firstborn sons, but 
in each case their lives were flush with responsibilities and advantages normally associated with the firstborn. 
The firstborn’s importance also makes it appropriately shocking when we read about the execution of firstborn 

sons. Within the culture of the ancient world, this was not just a personal tragedy but an event that created a 

social tidal wave that overturned normal life. That was the Lord’s intention in targeting the firstborn sons in 
Egypt during the tenth plague (Exod. 11:5; 12:12, 29), and it was the consequence of the curse pronounced on 

anyone who attempted to rebuild Jericho (Josh. 6:26; 1 Kings 16:34). The importance of the firstborn also added 
to the horror of people sacrificing their firstborn sons in an attempt to manipulate divine favor (2 Kings 3:27; Mic. 
6:7). 

Jesus was not just the firstborn son of Mary but also “the firstborn over all creation” (Col. 1:15). 

The prominent role the firstborn played in society provides the energy behind the metaphorical designation of 
someone as firstborn. This honorary title was given to Israel as a way of distinguishing that nation as the Lord’s 
own special people whom he would not disown even when they abandoned him (Exod. 4:22; Jer. 31:9). Although 

Jesus was literally the firstborn son of Mary (Luke 2:7), this descriptor is also used as a way of magnifying Jesus’s 
status in other settings. He is called “the firstborn over all creation” (Col. 1:15). And he is also called the 

“firstborn from the dead” (Rev. 1:5) because not only was he the first one to be raised from the dead never to die 
again but he also is the most important of all who will ever rise from the dead (see Rom. 8:29). Finally, the 

biblical authors also refer to Christians with this honorary designation (Heb. 12:23). 

John A. Beck, The Baker Illustrated Guide to Everyday Life in Bible Times (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2013), 
108–112. 

 

Jesus The Firstborn 

Colossians 1:15 ESV / He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1%3A15&version=ESV
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Colossians 1:18 ESV / And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from 
the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 
Romans 8:29 ESV / For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of 
his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 
Luke 2:7 ESV / And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him 
in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
Hebrews 1:6 ESV / And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God's angels 
worship him.” 
Hebrews 1:3 ESV / He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 
upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the 
right hand of the Majesty on high, 
John 3:16 ESV / “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. 
John 1:14 ESV / And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
Revelation 1:5 ESV / And from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler 
of kings on earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood 
Psalm 89:27 ESV And I will make him the firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth. 
Hebrews 1:2 ESV / But in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of 
all things, through whom also he created the world. 
1 Corinthians 15:22 ESV / For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 
John 14:28 ESV / You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved me, 
you would have rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 
Hebrews 1:5 ESV / For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son, today I have begotten 
you”? Or again, “I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”? 
John 8:28 ESV / So Jesus said to them, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know 
that I am he, and that I do nothing on my own authority, but speak just as the Father taught me. 
Matthew 28:18 ESV / And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. 
Exodus 13:2 ESV / “Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the first to open the womb among 
the people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is mine.” 
Isaiah 7:14 ESV Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear 
a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 
Psalm 110:1 ESV / A Psalm of David. The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand, until I make your 
enemies your footstool.” 
Psalm 105:36 ESV / He struck down all the firstborn in their land, the firstfruits of all their strength. 
Psalm 78:51 ESV / He struck down every firstborn in Egypt, the firstfruits of their strength in the tents of 
Ham. 
Psalm 2:7 ESV / I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten 
you. 
Exodus 34:20 ESV / The firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will not redeem it 
you shall break its neck. All the firstborn of your sons you shall redeem. And none shall appear before 
me empty-handed. 
Colossians 1:15-18 ESV He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all 
things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in 
him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1%3A18&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A29&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+1%3A6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+1%3A3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1%3A5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+89%3A27&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+1%3A2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+15%3A22&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A28&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+1%3A5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+8%3A28&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A18&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+13%3A2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+7%3A14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+110%3A1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+105%3A36&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+78%3A51&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+2%3A7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+34%3A20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1%3A15-18&version=ESV
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Philippians 2:5-11 ESV /Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he 
was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but made himself 
nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore 
God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, ... 
Galatians 4:4 ESV / But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 
born under the law, 
1 Corinthians 15:20 ESV / But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who 
have fallen asleep. 
1 Corinthians 11:24 ESV / And when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is 
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
1 Corinthians 8:5 ESV / For although there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as indeed 
there are many “gods” and many “lords”— 
Romans 5:12 ESV / Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, 
and so death spread to all men because all sinned— 

 

Obligation: 

Matthew 22:17  
The Pharisees pit the obligations of peace with Rome against the nationalistic, messianic fervor 
that they assume Jesus has generated; a disastrous tax revolt two decades earlier had shown 
where such fervor could lead.  

Mark 12:14–15  
They pit the obligations of peace with Rome against the nationalistic, messianic fervor that they 
assume Jesus has generated; a disastrous tax revolt two decades earlier had shown where such 
fervor could lead.  

Luke 11:5–6  
Hospitality was a crucial obligation; the host must feed the traveler who has graced his or her 
home by coming to spend the night.  

Luke 14:18  
The buyer may have been legally obligated to go to complete the purchase; deals were also 
sometimes made contingent on a later inspection.  

Luke 14:25–26  
“Hate” could function as a hyperbolic, Semitic way of saying “love less” (Mt 10:37), but this 
point hardly diminishes the offensiveness of this saying in a society where honor of parents was 
considered virtually the highest obligation and one’s family was usually one’s greatest joy.  

Luke 20:22  
They pit the obligations of peace with Rome against the nationalistic, messianic fervor that they 
assume Jesus has generated; a disastrous tax revolt two decades earlier had shown where such 
fervor could lead.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2%3A5-11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+4%3A4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+15%3A20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+11%3A24&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+8%3A5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+5%3A12&version=ESV
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John 11:2–5  
Visiting and praying for the sick was a pious obligation in Judaism, but Jesus’ reputation as a 
healer is undoubtedly the main reason for informing him of Lazarus’s sickness.  

1 Corinthians 7:3  
Paul views intercourse as a mutual obligation; the meaning of “marital duty” (NIV) here is clear 
(cf.  

Galatians 4:4  
“Born under law” means that Jesus was obligated to keep the law of Moses. 

1 Timothy 6:20–21  
“Entrusted” is the language of keeping a deposit; those with whom money was deposited were 
under sacred obligation to keep it secure or increase it, and this principle applied also to 
teaching (to which the image was extended by other ancient writers as well).  

Philemon 9  
On the basis of other New Testament evidence, Paul is probably around fifty-seven, give or take 
five years.) Shared friendship was also used as the basis for a request; friends were socially 
obligated to grant and return favors. 

Philemon 18–19  
By ancient social custom, friends were bound by the reciprocal obligation of repaying favors; 
Philemon owes Paul the greatest favor—his “self,” his new life in conversion. 

Hebrews 7:22–25  
The term for “guarantee” (NASB, TEV) or “surety” (KJV) in verse 22 was used in business 
documents for a deposit, a security guaranteeing that one would carry through on one’s word 
or obligation, or someone who made such a guarantee. 

1 Peter 2:13–17  
According to contemporary aristocratic ideals, the household mirrored the government of a 
city-state, so public obligations and obligations within the household (2:18–3:7) were 
commonly treated together. 

Patron  
The obligations in the relationship were viewed as reciprocal; clients were to grant the patrons 
honor as their benefactors.3 
 

Reciprocate: 

Matthew 7:1–5  

Reciprocal Judgment 

 
3 Craig S. Keener, The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament (Downers Grove, IL: 

InterVarsity Press, 1993), Mt 22:17–1 Pe 2:17. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bbackcom?ref=Bible.Mt22.17&off=7&ctx=er+the+land.%0a22%3a17.+~The+Pharisees+pit+th
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Matthew 7:6  
Perhaps it means giving only to those who want what one offers, as God does (Mt 7:7–11); in 

this case the text returns to the idea of giving and of reciprocity in verse 12. 

Ephesians 6:5–9  
Paul says that slaves, like wives, should submit to the head of the household as if to Christ, 

but this duty is again reciprocal.  

Philemon 18–19  
By ancient social custom, friends were bound by the reciprocal obligation of repaying favors; 
Philemon owes Paul the greatest favor—his “self,” his new life in conversion. 

Patron The obligations in the relationship were viewed as reciprocal; clients were to grant the 
patrons honor as their benefactors.4 
 

Duty: 

Matthew 9:9  
9:9. Levi may have been a tax farmer working for Herod; situated at an office in Capernaum, he 
was more likely a customs agent, charging import duties on wares brought through this town 
on important nearby trade routes.  

Matthew 10:37  
Loving family members, especially parents, was one of the highest duties in Judaism; the only 
one who could rightfully demand greater love was God himself (Deut 6:4–5; cf. Deut 13:6–11; 2 
Macc 7:22–23). 

Matthew 26:41–46  
Romans appreciated loyalty to one’s sense of duty; Judaism stressed faithfulness to God’s law 
even to the point of dying for it.  

Matthew 26:58  
Regardless of whether they had all been assigned guard duty that night, they would have 
stayed up later than usual because it was Passover. 

Matthew 27:57–58  
Burying the dead was an important duty of the pious in Judaism.  

Mark 2:14  
2:14. Levi may have been a general tax farmer working for Herod Antipas; situated at an office 
in Capernaum, however, he was more likely a customs agent, charging import duties on wares 
brought through this town on important nearby trade routes.  

 
4 Craig S. Keener, The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament (Downers Grove, IL: 

InterVarsity Press, 1993), Mt 7:1–Phm 19. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bbackcom?ref=Bible.Mt7.1-5&off=6&ctx=7%3a1%E2%80%935%0a~Reciprocal+Judgment%0a7%3a1%E2%80%932.+The+ide
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Mark 13:35  
The times of night which Jesus mentions represent the Roman division of the night into four 
watches, Jesus’ only guarantee being that he will come at night while the servant is posted on 
guard duty.  

Mark 14:54  
Regardless of whether they had been assigned night duties in the temple, they may have 
planned to stay up late for Passover anyway. 

Mark 15:41  
By the standards of the religiously strict, it would have been scandalous for women (especially 
married women) to travel with an entourage of male disciples; apart from members of the 
Hellenized aristocracy, Palestinian Jewish women were expected to limit their public activity, 
keep their heads covered and fulfill their domestic duties.  

Luke 10:4  
(Jewish teachers agreed, however, that one should not interrupt religious duties like prayer in 
order to greet someone.) 

Luke 10:31  
Like the man who had been robbed, the priest was “going down” (v. 31), hence he was heading 
from Jerusalem and did not have to worry about being unable to perform duties in the temple.  

Luke 12:38  
Here Jesus follows a Jewish division of night into three watches; contrast the division for Roman 
guard duty in Mark 13:35. 

Luke 17:7–10  
Masters regarded this work as their slaves’ duty, not an option.  

John 2:8  
2:8. “Master of the banquet” was a position of honor (Ecclus 32:1–2); one of his primary duties 
was to regulate the distribution of wine to prevent excess that would (especially in a Jewish 
context) ruin the party.  

John 11:17–19  
Visiting and consoling the bereaved in the days immediately following a close relative’s loss was 
an essential duty of Jewish piety.  

John 19:38  
Burying the dead was a crucial and pious duty in Judaism, and an important act of love; being 
unburied was too horrible to be permitted even for criminals.  

Acts 1:23–26  
The lot was often used to select people for special duties in the Old Testament (1 Chron 24:7; 
25:8) and in the Dead Sea Scrolls.  
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Acts 8:2  
Jewish law forbade public mourning for a condemned criminal, but for anyone else it was 
considered a pious duty.  

Acts 14:20b  
Derbe was the frontier city on the imperial road and thus probably profited from customs 
duties charged there.  

Acts 15:10–11  
Most Jewish people saw the law not as a burden but as a gracious gift; they believed that its 
duties freed them from real burdens (cf.  

Acts 22:24–25  
Centurions were sometimes left to supervise executions and related duties. 

Romans 6:12–13  
If that image is in view here, the image of presenting oneself (more than in 12:1) could allude to 
soldiers presenting themselves for battle (although it is as slaves reporting for duty in v. 16). 

Romans 13:6–7  
The empire as a whole levied a property tax (often about 1 percent) and a head tax; local 
provinces or kingdoms added further taxes; there were also customs duties.  

1 Corinthians 7:3  
7:3. Jewish marriage contracts stipulated a number of duties for the husband and a number for 
the wife; one major duty required of the husband was intercourse.  

1 Corinthians 7:3  
Paul views intercourse as a mutual obligation; the meaning of “marital duty” (NIV) here is clear 
(cf.  

1 Corinthians 7:22  
A freedperson owed some continuing duties to his or her former master but was legally free.  

Ephesians 4:28  
Although Greek artisans no doubt prided themselves in their work, the aristocracy throughout 
the Mediterranean world disdained work with one’s hands as the duty of the lower classes. 

Ephesians 5:25  
Although it was assumed that husbands should love their wives, ancient household codes never 
list love as a husband’s duty; such codes told husbands only to make their wives submit.  

Ephesians 6:5–9  
Paul says that slaves, like wives, should submit to the head of the household as if to Christ, 

but this duty is again reciprocal.  

1 Timothy 5:14  
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The popular standards for a young woman, stressed in writings of philosophers and moralists, 
were chastity, modesty, quietness, submission and obedience to her husband, and devotion to 
domestic duties, including the rearing of young children.  

Titus 2:1–14  
Under the broad topic of “household management,” such codes also extended to treatment of 
parents, duties to the state (3:1) and duties to the gods.  

Titus 2:4  
The Roman mother’s chief duty to her daughter seems to have been to help her acquire the 
appropriate education (especially to be a good mother) and a good husband.  

Titus 3:1  
3:1. Allegiance to the state and submission to its authorities were often part of the same sorts 
of exhortations as the household duties (see the introduction to 2:1–14).  

Titus 3:1  
They were as important as, or possibly more important than, household duties in undermining 
slander about subversiveness, because the Romans hated nothing worse than cults they 
deemed seditious. 

Hebrews 7:27  
The writer may be conflating the duties of the whole priesthood with the duties of the high 
priest on the Day of Atonement, thus stressing the necessity of repetition in the Levitical cultus.  

James 5:12  
Vows were a more specific category of oaths to undertake some duty or abstain from 
something for a particular period of time. 

1 Peter 2:17  
Such brief lists of these kinds of duties appear in other ancient moralists (e.g., Isocrates, Marcus 
Aurelius, Syriac Menander).  

1 Peter 2:18–25  

Duties of Servants5 
 

Mal 2:10 Have we not all one Father? 

Has not one God created us? 

Why do we deal treacherously with one another 

By profaning the covenant of the fathers? 

 
5 Craig S. Keener, The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament (Downers Grove, IL: 

InterVarsity Press, 1993), Mt 9:9–1 Pe 2:25. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bbackcom?ref=Bible.Mt9.9&off=0&ctx=ysician+for+Sinners%0a~9%3a9.+Levi+may+have+b
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John 13:34 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you 

also love one another. 

 

1 Cor 5:  who we are not to associate with as a brother/sister in Christ 

[AMONG THE BODY OF CHRIST, WHO DOES JESUS TELL US TO STAY AWAY FROM AMONGST OURSELVES 

BECAUSE THEIR BEHAVIOR IS DESTRUCTIVE TO THE BODY?   DIVISION/IDLENESS/SEXUAL IMMORALITY 

 

Titus 3:10 ESV / As for a person who stirs up division, after warning him once and then twice, have 

nothing more to do with him, DIVISION 

 

2 John 1:9-11 ESV / Everyone who goes on ahead and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not 

have God. Whoever abides in the teaching has both the Father and the Son. If anyone comes to you and 

does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your house or give him any greeting, for whoever 

greets him takes part in his wicked works. 

 

Romans 16:17 ESV / I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create 

obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them. 

 

1 Corinthians 5:11 ESV / But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name 

of brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—

not even to eat with such a one. 

 

Romans 16:17-18 ESV / I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create 

obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them. For such persons do not serve 

our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the 

naive. 

 

2 John 1:11 ESV / For whoever greets him takes part in his wicked works. 

 

1 John 1:7 ESV / But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 

and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 
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2 Thessalonians 3:14 ESV / If anyone does not obey what we say in this letter, take note of that person, 

and have nothing to do with him, that he may be ashamed. 

 

1 John 1:3 ESV / That which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have 

fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 

 

1 Corinthians 5:5 ESV / You are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his 

spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord. 

 

1 John 4:18 ESV / There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with 

punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 

 

1 Timothy 6:3-5 ESV If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not agree with the sound words of 

our Lord Jesus Christ and the teaching that accords with godliness, he is puffed up with conceit and 

understands nothing. He has an unhealthy craving for controversy and for quarrels about words, which 

produce envy, dissension, slander, evil suspicions, and constant friction among people who are 

depraved in mind and deprived of the truth, imagining that godliness is a means of gain. 

 

2 Thessalonians 3:6 ESV / Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 

you keep away from any brother who is walking in idleness and not in accord with the tradition that you 

received from us. 

 

Philippians 2:1 ESV / So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation 

in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 

 

Ephesians 5:11 ESV Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 

 

Ephesians 4:24 ESV / And to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness 

and holiness. 

 

1 Corinthians 5:1-13 ESV / It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind 

that is not tolerated even among pagans, for a man has his father's wife. And you are arrogant! Ought 

you not rather to mourn? Let him who has done this be removed from among you. For though absent in 

body, I am present in spirit; and as if present, I have already pronounced judgment on the one who did 
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such a thing. When you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and my spirit is present, with the 

power of our Lord Jesus, you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his 

spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord. ... 

 

Romans 8:28 ESV / And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for 

those who are called according to his purpose. 

 

Matthew 18:17 ESV / If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even 

to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 

 

Matthew 18:15-17 ESV / “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him 

alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. But if he does not listen, take one or two 

others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 

If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him 

be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 

 

Matthew 13:1-58 ESV / That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. And great 

crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, 

some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured them. Other seeds fell on rocky 

ground, where they did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of 

soil, ... 

Matthew 4:4 ESV / But he answered, “It is written, “‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 

word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

Hebrews 11:13 ESV / These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen 

them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the 

earth. 

1 Timothy 6:11 ESV / But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, 

faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness. 

1 Timothy 1:20 ESV / Among whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan 

that they may learn not to blaspheme. 

2 Corinthians 5:17 ESV / Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 

behold, the new has come. 

1 Corinthians 6:12 ESV / “All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are 

lawful for me,” but I will not be enslaved by anything. 
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1 Corinthians 6:1-20 ESV / When one of you has a grievance against another, does he dare go to law 

before the unrighteous instead of the saints? Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? 

And if the world is to be judged by you, are you incompetent to try trivial cases? Do you not know that 

we are to judge angels? How much more, then, matters pertaining to this life! So if you have such cases, 

why do you lay them before those who have no standing in the church? I say this to your shame. Can it 

be that there is no one among you wise enough to settle a dispute between the brothers, ... 

Romans 14:1-23 ESV / As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over 

opinions. One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. Let not 

the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the 

one who eats, for God has welcomed him. Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It 

is before his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him 

stand. One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. Each 

one should be fully convinced in his own mind. ... 

 

Romans 12:5 ESV / So we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of 

another. 

Romans 1:24-27 ESV / Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the 

dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie 

and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. For this 

reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged natural relations for 

those that are contrary to nature; and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women and were 

consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in 

themselves the due penalty for their error. 

Acts 1:8 ESV / But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

John 17:17 ESV / Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 

John 14:12 ESV / “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and 

greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. 
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